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Marissa Ifeoma Abara is a fourth 
year student at the University of 
St. Thomas majoring in Creative 
Multimedia and double minoring 
in American Culture Studies and 
Graphic Design (through ACTC at 
St. Catherines University). 

About



	 I work as a Teaching Assistant for the Communication and Journalism 
department and I am also the Director of KUST, St.Thomas student radio station. 
Upon graduation, I will like to work within the Visual Communincation Design or 
the Print Media fields.
	 My love for print design started sophmore year of high school when I 
joined the school’s newspaper. This then lead me to the University of St. Thom-
as where I could pursue not only graphic design but expand my knowledge and 
practice in  photogaphy, video, web and audio, with the Creative Multimedia 
track through the Communication and Journalism department.
	 I then went to further my graphic design practice by also pursuing a minor 
at the University of St. Chatherines, a neighboring university. I have been lucky 
to have many successful freelance projects with start ups, small businesses, 
and non-profits including Aguy Innovation Group, New Rules, Win Back the 
Community LLC, Rondo Commemorative Plaza and Youthprise.
	 I also worked with St. Thomas’s Student-run Communications agency, 
TommComm, for two years. With them, I had the pleasure to work with Eco-
Lab, Target and help conceptualize the design identity of TommComm along 
with designing marketing materials.
	 I feel that with my skills I will be a great asset to Penguin Publishing and 
will be able to contribute with brainstorming, sketching, prototyping, editing 
and every other step within the ideation process. 

More about MIA at: ifeomaabara.com

Intro

https://www.jeffaguy.com/
https://www.newrulesmn.com/
https://rondoplaza.org/
https://youthprise.org/
https://tommcomm.org/
http://ifeomaabara.com


Project: Branding Materials TommComm

Objects include logo, toolkit, flyers, trifolds, 
online ads, manuals and helping with social 
media.
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Final logoAlternative logo designsOriginal logo



Manual 2018-2019
edition one

Tommie                                        
Communications

Tommie
Communications
Branding Toolkit
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Project: EcoLab
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Ecolab Inc., which is headquartered in St. Paul, Minne-
sota, is an American global provider of water, hygiene 
and energy technologies and services to the food, en-
ergy, healthcare, industrial and hospitality markets.

Through TommComm I was given a project to create 
banners that will be used at the bottom of some on-
line articles. The banners were used to call out certain 
stories related to Ecolab’s company strategy – Strategy 
2020. 

The strategy includes 5 “priorities” which are: Purpose, 
Digital, M&A, Talent and Backbone.



Project: Postage Stamp
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This was a class assignment was to create a stamp that 
would represent itself as part of a series. My series was 
“queens”, which included Queen Latifah, Beyonce, and 
Queen Elizabeth. 

Final stamp

Original sketch



Project: New Rules
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New Rules is a community 
innovation hub, located in 
North Minneapolis, which was 
built on the idea of developing 
spaces for local social 
entrepenuers to have access 
to resources in order to create 
solutions and lasting change. 

The space is used for public, 
private, community and 
philanthropic events in 
vaddition to being a 
membership based workspace 
where individuals can rent 
equipment and use software at a resonable price. 

I have been taking on design and photography projects for New Rules 
in addition to helping organize and curate events and art 
gallery showings. Here are some samples of a Frequently Ask Ques-
tions booklets (and PDF for the website), which was my most recent 
project with New Rules.
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Project: Spot Illustrations

I choose Nepal for my series of spot illustrations 
for a class project for Illustration Design.
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Project: Rondo Commemorative Plaza

Most of my projects for this intership included flyers 
for mass distribution, weekly email newletters, on-
line web work (can view here: rondoplaza.org), trifolds, 
PowerPoint presentations, writing press releases, 
envelope flyers for a fundraising campaign, and also 
maintaining social media pages.

I also helped organize and develop the plaza’s first 
summer of series of events and workshops that were 
open and free to the surronding community.

http://rondoplaza.org


All Times 5:30 – 6:30 PM unless otherwise noted.

Tuesday, July 30th: The critically acclaimed Jamela Pettiford Trio returns for her second performance.  
Be sure to come out to hear this amazing singer. She will entertain and host an open mic session for 
all those who would like to discover their musical or spoken word talents. 

Wednesday, July 31st: WELLNESS SERIES:  TAI CHI. Tai… big or great. Chi… ultimate energy. Tai Chi is 
an ancient form of Chinese exercise consisting of slow, beautiful, relaxed movements that develop a 
sense of balance and harmony between mind and body. Tai Chi practice will give you the opportuni-
ty to use all the information and movements learned in the instruction class in a moving meditation. 
Our instructor, Bruce Tyler, has studied Yang-style Tai Chi locally since 2005, and Sun-style Tai Chi (tai 
Chi for Health) since 2011. Children 10-15yrs are welcomed to attend but must be accompanied by an 
adult.

Thursday, August 1st: WELLNESS SERIES: Sponsored by REGIONS HOSPITAL to bring awareness on 
health issues of critical importance to the community.  On Thursday, we welcome Shonette Doggett, 
Regions Hospital Injury Prevention Program who will review safety in and around vehicles; bicycle and 
helmet safety; pedestrian and railway safety to make sure you and your family will enjoy a safe sum-
mer. 
Saturday, August 3rd: 

10:00 – 11:00 AM. Chess for Beginners. Here’s your chance to learn on of the world’s great 
games.

11:30 – 12:15 AM. Zumba with Eli Murdock. Here’s your chance to get your heart pumping, 
raise your energy level and feel good the rest of the day!

Feel free to bring your folding chairs and enjoy summer at the Plaza!

All events take place at the Rondo Commemorative Plaza
820 Concordia Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55104

Call (651) 402-0095 for further information – rondoplaza@gmail.com

THE WEEK 
AHEAD AT
THE PLAZA
July 30 - Aug 3, 2019

THE WEEK 
AHEAD AT
THE PLAZA
Aug 5 - Aug 10, 2019

All Times 5:30 – 6:30 PM unless otherwise noted.

Tuesday, August 6th: Do you have or know someone with a child interested in college? If 
so, you will want or encourage others to attend to hear Teron Buford, Associate Director of 
Admissions at the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul. Mr. Buford is an expert and will provide 
information on how to smooth the academic and financial transition from high school to col-
lege.

Wednesday, August 7th: We are pleased to welcome Jesse Buckner and the members of the 
Heart and Soul Drum Academy. Audience members will be asked to join in, and you don’t 
want to miss this opportunity to participate in the rousing sounds of live drums at the plaza. 
Baba Jesse is a Twin Cities crowd favorite come and free your soul. All ages.

Thursday, August 8th: WELLNESS SERIES: Sponsored by REGIONS HOSPITAL to bring aware-
ness on health issues of critical importance to the community. On Thursday, we welcome DR. 
JENNIFER HINES. DR. Hines will present information on the management of Chronic Disease.

Saturday, August 10th: 
10:00 – 11:00 AM. Chess for Beginners. There’s still time for you to learn one of the world’s great 

board games. All skills levels are welcomed.

11:30 – 12:15 AM. Zumba with Eli Murdock. “Eli’s class is one of the best I’ve ever taken” Actual 
quote from a participant in one of Eli’s classes. Here’s your chance to get your heart pumping, 

raise your energy level and feel good the rest of the day!

Bring your folding chairs and enjoy summer at the Plaza!

All events take place at the Rondo Commemorative Plaza
820 Concordia Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55104 
Call (651) 402-0095 for further information – rondoplaza@gmail.com

THE WEEK 
AHEAD AT
THE PLAZA
Aug 19 - Aug 24, 2019

All Times 5:30 – 6:30 PM unless otherwise noted.

Well, it has happened.  Our first summer of Music, Health and Wellness is entering the last full week 
of events with only the final Tai Chi class next on August 28th.  We’d like to take this opportunity to 
express our sincere appreciation to all the entertainers, speakers, the instructors and all those com-
munity members who attended for making this inaugural series a success. We learned a lot and we 
will return next summer with another slate designed to bring a fresh approach to our beloved Rondo 
Community.   Be assured we’ll continue to inform you of activities and events here at the Commemo-
rative Plaza and in our new building adjacent to the Plaza as soon as renovations about to begin are 
completed. I know they would love to see you so please join us to say goodbye to Jamela, Jesse, the 
3M speaker and Lady J Maddix.

Tuesday, August 20th: The critically acclaimed Jamela Pettiford & Trio returns for her final perfor-
mance.  Be sure to come out to hear this amazing singer. She will entertain and host an open mic 
session for all those who would like to discover their musical or spoken word talents. 

Wednesday, August 21st:  The Heart and Soul Drum Academy, under the direction of Baba Jesse 
Buckner provides an experience that everyone can partake in and enjoy no matter your musical talent.  
Stop by and see for yourself why Baba Jesse is one of the Twin Cities top performers. 
All ages welcomed. 

Thursday, August 22nd: STEM SERIES:  Data Collection and Analysis:   Stop by Thursday when one of 
our young scientists from 3M will explain why this subject so interesting.  You will be intrigued by the 
knowledge and skill of the presenters to make science interesting and fun.  Although designed for 
youths, adults will also find the information helpful and exciting. 

Saturday, August 17th: Roots and Blues Music with Lady J returns for her final performance and will 
entertain with songs and stories about the genres upon which most modern music is based.

All events take place at the Rondo Commemorative Plaza
820 Concordia Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55104 
Call (651) 402-0095 for further information – rondoplaza@gmail.com

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO RECOMMEND SATURDAYS ON SELBY FOR FOOD AND ENTERTAINMENT!

The RONDO COMMERMORATIVE 
PLAZA 

is an outdoor space that 
commemorates the Rondo neighbor-

hood. The  award-winning Plaza features 
educational panels to display the history 

of Rondo in a vibrant display.



 Page 16	  | 	 Marissa Ifeoma Abara Portfolio

Project: Rondo Commemorative Plaza

Striker
Commemorate the name and address 
of your family home, business or favorite 
place lost due to the construction of I-94 
through the Rondo neighborhood. Generous 
donation of $200. Llimited quantity.

Brick Paver
Memorialize your family, an event, a place 
of business, a loved one or yourself by 
purchasing a brick paver. 8” in by 3” in 
size. Three lines of 14 characters per line 
maximum for engraving. Generous donation 
of $120. Unlimited quantity.

The Rondo Commemorative Plaza (RCP) is the first memorial plaza of its kind in the nation. 
Help us pave pathways with personal notes and memories of the Rondo Community.

Your support will 
help us capture 
the memory of 
Rondo, nurture 
scholarship, and 
introduce new 
generations to 
Rondo.

RONDO PLAZA— NAMING OPPORTUNITIES

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/ STATE/ ZIP

DAY TEL

Please fill out the following and mail to:

Rondo Commemorative Plaza
315 Fisk Street N.  St. Paul, MN 55104 

Questions call 651-492-0095

DONOR BRICK & STRIKER ORDER FORM

ORDER FORM MAXIMUM 14 CHARACTERS

1

2

3

One Paver: $120
Discount Available for multiple Pavers

Striker: $200

ORDERS MUST BE IN BY JUNE 30TH 2019

EMAIL

SIGNATURE

TOTAL ENCLOSED
$

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/ STATE/ ZIP

If this purchase is a gift send acknowledgement to:

ACCOUNT NUMBER EXPIRATION DATE & CVV

CAPITAL ONE

Enclosed is my check/money order 
payable to Rondo Commermorative Plaza

Charge to:

AMERICAN EXPRESS
MASTER CARD
VISA

W E D N E S D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 3 T H ,  2 0 1 9  A T  5 : 3 0  P M  -  6 : 3 0  P M
3 1 5  F I S K  S T .  N .  ( N E W  J E R U S A L E M  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H )

QUESTIONS: PLEASE CALL MARVIN ROGER ANDERSON (651) 402-0095

RONDO CENTER OF DIVERSE 
EXPRESSION Q&A SESSION

T O  O U R  N E I G H B O R S

You are cordially invited to come to our new 
headquarters to meet members of our board and 
hear our plans for renovation and future use of the 
property. Staff members from the city of Saint Paul 
will also be there to answer your questions. 
 
The property is not yet fully accessible. If that is a 
problem for any neighbor we will make alternative 
plans. 



P U R P O S E

R O N D O  C E N T E R 
O F  D I V E R S E 
E X P R E S S I O N

R E N OVAT I O N  O F T H E  3 1 5  B U I L D I N G

The Rondo Commemorative Plaza illustrates what can be 
achieved when government, private
and community-led interests unite their resources to 
achieve results that not only strengthen
the neighborhood but lays the foundation for future 
growth as well. 

With the acquisition of the
building at 315 Fisk Street, R/CORE will now have space 
that will off er an indoor option for RCP
activities but can also develop an independent slate of 
programs in a space outfi tted for a
multi-purpose that meets the needs of users.

P: 651-402-0095
E: mranderson989@comcast.net
A: Old Rondo Avenue
822 Concordia
St. Paul, MN 55102

www.rondoavenueinc.org
www.rondoplaza.org

0 3 . 1 9 . 1 9

L E C T U R E  S P A C E

R/CODE’s overriding purpose is to 
support the goal to equip the Rondo 
Community with the tools to solidify 
Rondo’s unique and historic roots; to 
build wealth; to spur investment in 
aff ordable housing, jobs and 
economic development; to improve 
the environment and transportation 
infrastructure; to champion activities 
that will defi ne and build community 
among the diverse groups living in 
Rondo and counter disinvestment 
and gentrifi cation within this historic 
neighborhood.
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Project: Blank Mag

This was a personal undertaking with a few of my 
closest friends and I who were frustrated with the 
dominance of male artists within the local Twin 
Cities art scene. 

I wanted to create something with no real theme, 
and that was experimental in nature. To give no 
name to the magazine itself so that people would 
have to open it before drawing any conclusions or 
ideas about it.

Another aspect of this project was to open submis-
sions up to only local female and female identifying 
persons, because I feel like we are often pushed out 
and that our voices often go unheard. 

We created four, fifty page, half letter sized book-
lets. Additionally, for our first release event we had 
a gallery, fashion show and a dozen local musician 
performances. Over 600 hundered people attended 
and we sold over half of our copies.
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Project: Magazine Layout

This layout is from Design Concepts course 
with the task of using only one single color.



Project: Self-Protrait

First Edit Second Edit Final Edit



Thank you for taking the time to review my work.  If you need more information, 
please do no hesitate to contact me. Again, thank you again for the opportunity 

and I look forward to speaking with you soon.

Sincerley,

Marissa Ifeoma Abara

AbaraMarissa@gmail.com
Find more at: ifeomaabara.com

///

http://ifeomaabara.com

